
TRW Systems & Information 213 Wynn Owe 
Technology Group HuntswIle, AL 35805 

3 July 2001 

General ServicesAdmmtstratron 

FAR Secretariat(MVR) 

Attn: Ms. Laurie Duarte a 

1800F StreetN W. 

Room 4035 

Washmgton,D.C. 20405 


Reference: 	 FAR Case2001-014,ProposedRevocation of the Fmal Rule on 
Contractor Responsibrlity 

Dear Ms. Duarte: 

I am wrttmg in support of the proposedrevocation of the currently stayedFmal Rule commonly known as the 
“blacklisting” rule. As a professional who works for a federal contractor, I believe that this controversia! regulation 
is unnecessary,punitrve, and subjectto inconsrstentapplicatron basedon vagueand undefined criteria. 

As I understandthe regulation, it grantsindividual contractmg officers an excessivedegreeof subjective judgment 
basedupon undefined criteria in makmg responsibihty determinatrons. The regulation fails to clearly defme critical 
conceptssuchaswhat constrtutes“relevant credrble information” that a contractmgofficer may consider. The 
regulation farther lacks basic safeguardsto preclude arbitrary or inconsistent application, such asmandating training 
for contractmgofficers empoweredto make such determinationsor providing contractorswith an opportunity to 
respondprior to being disqualified. As a result of the regulation’s subjective nature, the procurementprocessis 
likely to get boggeddown in increasedprotestsand litrgat!on. 

Further, the regulation’s certificatron reqmrement1scontrary to the Government’sacquisition streamlining 
initiatives. The implementatronof yet another certiflcatton reqmrementwill result m substantial additional 
contractor andgovernment costsaswell as serve asa disincentive to new contractors. 

Existmg regulationsprovrde the Government ampleopportunity to assessand act on a contractor’s record of ethics 
and busmessintegnty. Theseregulatronsrequire contracting officers to assessthe contractor’s integrity and busmess 
ethics aspart of the responsibility determination. The separatesuspensionand debarmentprocessallows the 
Govermnentto take action againstcontractorsthat engagein rllegal or unethical behavior. No government interest is 
servedby the additional “blacklistmg” regulatron. 

I appreciatetheopportumty to expressmy support of the proposedrevocation of the blackhsting regulation and trust 
that my opinion will be given due consideration. 

Sincerely, 

NST ProgramManager 

Cc: Phil Odeen@trw.com 
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